
Daviess County Public Schools staff newsletter March 20-24, 2017

ZÜtÑxä|Çx
Congratulations, Matt Robbins!

In This Issue:
Congratulations, Matt Robbins!

DC-KEA News and Updates

DCPS Staff Milestones

DCPS Board of Education Listen & Learn

Healthy Lifestyle Tip of the Week

DCPS Teacher Recruitment Fair

AHS Retiree Named to Teacher Hall of Fame

DCPS School Activities and Fundraisers

DC-bay!

Send News and Information to

grapevine@dcps.org

REMINDER: 

No Grapevine During Spring Break

Matt Robbins has been selected to serve as the next 

Superintendent of the Daviess County Public Schools 

district. He will assume his new responsibilities on July 1,

2017, following the retirement of current Superintendent

Owens Saylor on June 30. 

The DCPS Board of Education made the announcement

during a special meeting at 4:30 p.m. Monday, March 20,

at Tamarack Elementary School. In making the motion to

name Matt as Superintendent, Board chairman Mike

Clark said, “Increasing student achievement has been and

will continue to be a priority for our Board. Each of us is

committed to achieving excellence and ensuring that the

children entrusted to us are prepared to succeed for life.”

The motion was passed with a unanimous 5-0 vote by 

Mr. Clark, Dr. Tom Payne, Frank Riney, Dale Stewart and

Todd Anderson. 

“Matt is highly respected, he is much appreciated, he

feels supported by the entire staff, the entire district,” Mr.

Clark said. “People love this man, and they trust him. He

is a good person.” Mr. Clark added that although Matt is

not a teacher by training, he is a teacher by practice and

“he has it in his heart.”

In accepting the appointment before a large crowd of

friends, family and supporters, Matt said, “This is about

us, and about us moving forward as a team and as an 

organization.”

Matt has shared the following message of appreciation

and commitment with our DCPS team: 

“I am both honored and humbled to be selected as 

superintendent for Daviess County Public Schools. 

DCPS enjoys a rich tradition of academic excellence 

that pre-dates my own 21-year investment. We have 

incredibly talented support and certified staff that are

committed to one agenda: ‘What is best for kids?’  

Continued on Next Page

Matt Robbins speaks to a crowd of supporters following a

unanimous vote by the DCPS Board of Education to

name him as the next Superintendent of our district. 
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This unwavering commitment will remain steadfast in our

continued pursuit of student growth and academic

achievement for ALL kids.

“I believe ALL children have innate gifts or talents that

require us to create expanded educational opportunities,

including the arts, humanities, physical education and

community service. I believe strongly in extra and co-

curricular activities for students. I want our kids involved

in activities beyond the school day as this enhances their

own education and cultivates a positive school culture. 

“Teachers are the life-blood of successful schools. It is

not by coincidence that schools with high teacher 

performance are schools with high student performance.

“Each employee is a cherished contributor to our mission

and must be treated equally in terms of respect, dignity,

and value to the organization

“The District Office is NOT about centralized command

and control. Leadership is about service, support, 

collaboration, creating opportunities and setting high 

expectations whereby staff and students rise above our

greatest imaginations.

“Relationships are built upon the foundations of love,

trust, transparency and collaboration. Strong relationships

are fundamental to student achievement.

“Last: Everything we do, and every decision we make,

must be based on the premise of ‘What is best for our

kids?’ We make Kids First! our most pressing priority.”

Matt Robbins is the current assistant superintendent for

finance and operations at the Daviess County Public

Schools district, overseeing a budget of $142.7 million in

our district of 11,790 students and 2,300 staff members.

His responsibilities have included hiring and mentoring

key district-level directors, implementing the DCPS

eLearning initiative and overseeing district facilities

plans. Throughout his 21-year career with DCPS, Matt

has had direct involvement with the district’s Graduation

2010, Community Campus, Great Expectations and 

College-Career Readiness initiatives; and was responsible

for the implementation of the School Safety and Healthy

Schools Programs initiatives. Under his leadership, our 

finance, facilities, food services and transportation 

departments have earned “exemplary” ratings from the

Kentucky Department of Education.

Matt earned a bachelor of science degree in accounting

(Certified Public Accountant) from the University of

Kentucky and served as senior accountant at Riney, 

Hancock & Co. CPAs from 1993-96 before joining 

the Owensboro Public Schools district as assistant 

superintendent for finance and maintenance in 1997. He

earned a master’s degree in education administration and

superintendent endorsement from the University of

Louisville in 2012. Since joining DCPS, Matt has served

as accounting manager, business manager and director of

finance, in addition to his current role.

The Board of Education received 17 applications for the

position of DCPS Superintendent and interviewed three

finalists. “The Daviess County Public Schools district has

an outstanding reputation for success,” Mike Clark said.

“Throughout the screening and interview process, it was

clear that Matt Robbins is the right choice to lead our 

district to new levels of success.”

Donna Miller, a retired Apollo High School teacher,

shares a word of congratulations with Matt Robbins.

DCPS Board of Education member Frank Riney, center,

laughs as Matt Robbins’ mother, Linda Robbins, shares a

story about her son. 
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Clockwise from top left:

Matt Robbins accepts a word of congratulations from

TES fifth-grader Gerrius Santos.

Matt listens intently as his friend and mentor, Dr. Bill

Chandler, former superintendent of the Owensboro Public

Schools, shares a word of support.

Matt poses for a photo with his son Brady.

DCPS Superintendent Owens Saylor expresses his 

congratulations to the family of Matt Robbins.

Matt Robbins and Amy Shutt share a laugh at a reception

honoring our new Superintendent.



n DC-KEA scholarship applications
will be accepted until 3 p.m. 

Thursday, April 13. Click HERE to

download an application; send 

completed application to John Brett at

Daviess County Middle School

(john.brett@daviess.kyschools.us).

n Reminder: DC-KEA meeting is
4:45 p.m. Monday, March 27, at the

Learning Center. The new start time is

designed to give all members the 

opportunity to attend.

n We are so close, DCPS! As of
Tuesday, March 21, listed here are 

results of our district’s participation

in the TELL Kentucky survey. 

We have several schools that have 

already reached the 100 percent mark,

making the schools and teachers 

eligible for cash awards. These

weekly drawings are made possible by contributions 

from the Kentucky Education Association, Kentucky 

Association of School Superintendents, Kentucky 

Association of School Administrators, the Kentucky

School Boards Association, the Center for Education

Leadership and the Jefferson County Teachers 

Association. (No public funds are used for these prizes.)

The TELL Kentucky survey (Teaching, Empowering,

Leading and Learning) is an opportunity for educators to

share their thoughts about working conditions in schools

across the state. Topics include facilities and resources,

time, empowerment, school leadership, community 

support, student conduct, professional development, 

mentoring and induction services and student learning.

Let your voice be heard! TELL Kentucky! 

Click HERE to take the survey, or copy and paste this

link into your browser:

https://tellkentucky.org/surveyko/index 

If you need technical support, call 866-301-2454, ext. 15;

or write to helpdesk@tellkentucky.org

The survey will remain open until Friday, March 31. If

you have not already participated and shared your

thoughts, please don’t delay.

Listed below are our district’s participation rates as of

Tuesday, March 21.

Numbers from left to right are total number of certified

staff eligible to participate in the survey; number of staff

who have completed the survey; and percentage of staff

who have completed survey.

DCPS (district) – 732, 667, 91.12 percent

AHS – 81, 81, 100 percent!

DCHS – 95, 67, 70.53

HPHS – 17, 17, 100 percent!

BMS – 51, 39, 76.47

CVMS – 54, 54, 100 percent!

DCMS – 52, 52, 100 percent!

AES – 28, 11, 39.29 

BES – 34, 34, 100 percent!

CHES – 28, 28, 100 percent!

DPES – 31, 31, 100 percent!

EVES – 34, 34, 100 percent!

HES – 38, 30, 78.95 

MLES – 32, 32, 100 percent!

SES – 34, 32, 94.12

SOES – 24, 24, 100 percent!

TES – 36, 36, 100 percent!

WLES – 27, 27, 100 percent!

WES – 22, 22, 100 percent!

OTC/ODT – 6, 6, 100 percent!

Valley – 8, 8, 100 percent!

Questions or comments? 

Contact your DC-KEA Co-Presidents — 

Danielle Ellis

DCPS Learning Center, 270-852-7226

danielle.ellis@daviess.kyschools.us

Gail Edmunds 

DCPS Transportation Department

marian.edmunds@daviess.kyschools.us 

Danielle Ellis

Gail Edmunds

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/DC-KEA%20Scholarship%20application%202017.pdf?id=35010
https://tellkentucky.org/surveyko/index


Congratulations!
Congratulations to the following

members of the DCPS family as

they welcome their new arrivals:

Janie Howard (BES) welcomed a

new granddaughter on Feb. 7. 

Addison Faith Helton weighed 

8 pounds, 9 ounces, and measured 21 inches in length

upon arrival.

Samantha Rowe (BMS) and husband Mark (DCHS) are

the proud parents of a baby boy. Paxton Conley Rowe

was born March 1, weighing 8 pounds and measuring

20 inches in length.

Sincere Sympathy
We extend sincere sympathy to 

Paul Bates (AHS) in the loss of his

father, Byron Bates Jr. of

Brooksville, Fla., on Feb. 13.

Share milestone events 

with the Grapevine

grapevine@dcps.org

Healthy Lifestyle 

Tip of the Week

Healthy Lifestyle Tips are sponsored by the DCPS Food

Services Department each week. We care about you!

DCPS Board of Education

to host Listen and Learn
The Daviess County Public

Schools Board of Education will

host a “Listen and Learn” session

starting at 6 p.m. Thursday, 

March 30, at Tamarack 

Elementary School.

Staff, parents, students and 

members of the community are

invited to attend and share 

suggestions or comments about

any areas of interest or concern.

Specific questions the school board will ask are:

n What does DCPS do well?

n What needs to improve or change?

n What can the school board do to address these needs?

Board of Education members Mike Clark, Dr. Tom

Payne, Frank Riney, Dale Stewart and Todd Anderson

will be in attendance, along with Superintendent Owens

Saylor and incoming superintendent Matt Robbins. 

Growing Hearts 

at its best at EVES
East View Elementary School

Principal Sonya Simpson 

recently shared this message

celebrating the “growing

hearts” example set by 

members of her staff:

“I am honored to work with

such a compassionate and 

caring staff. In response to one

of our EVES kindergarten families that experienced a

house fire, they all came together and within 48 hours,

collected $600! LeVon Cozart presented the family with a

check and the family is forever grateful! They are amazed

at the generosity and compassion you have shown!

“Growing Hearts” is definitely present at EVES!” 

Click HERE to view other examples of Growing Hearts

from across our district.

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/grow-minds-hearts#sthash.cpEXaTWk.dpbs


Former AHS educator named to Hall of Fame
Joe Westerfield, who retired in 2002 as a history

and American government teacher at Apollo

High School, was inducted into the Louie B.

Nunn Kentucky Teacher Hall of Fame on March

8. Pictured from left are Jeremy Camron, 

Sherry Miller Feldpausch, Sondra Ranson Jones,

Joe Westerfield, Peggy Miller Krug and Keith

Johnson. Former student Paul Corum also 

attended the ceremony but is not pictured here.

Mr. Westerfield has shared his thoughts about

this special day:

My “big day” on March 8 began with a luncheon

at the Berry Hill Mansion at 11 a.m., the 

induction ceremony at 1 a.m. in the Capitol 

Rotunda, and then a reception hosted by my family afterwards at the Glen-Willis House. I was so delighted that several

former students came to the induction and reception. Several of these students in the picture were not only students in

my class, but were also student aides for me.  I not only taught Keith and Sondra, but also taught with them at Apollo.

Three people were chosen for the Louie B. Nunn Kentucky Teacher Hall of Fame for this year’s class and I was 

fortunate enough to be one of the three. (The other two teachers were from Bowling Green and London). It is a tremen-

dous honor and I am very humbled and very thrilled to have been chosen by the selection committee. Some 30 or so

family, friends, and former students attended my induction.

I was very fortunate to have found a occupation that I very much enjoyed and was half-way good at. I thoroughly  

enjoyed my teaching years. I loved teaching high school seniors and I absolutely loved teaching government classes.  

DCPS to host Teacher Recruitment Fair
DCPS is initiating a new recruiting adventure! 

In the past, we have conducted speed screenings for our 

elementary schools. Throughout the year, we have been 

focused on development of an event for the middle and high

schools and have considered many options to enhance our 

recruitment efforts in every area.

Daviess County Public Schools will host a Teacher 

Recruitment Fair from 4 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, April 25, at

Burns Middle School. We will be publicizing the event at

colleges throughout Kentucky and the Tri-State region, on

social media and the district website. This event is open to

certified, prospective applicants in the areas of preschool

through grade 12.

Every school will be represented at this event, which will

feature refreshments, support for applying in TalentEd and 

a list of our current job openings. Attendees will be 

encouraged to bring resumes. Please help us get the word

out and invite potential applicants to visit us at this event

and consider being part of the DCPS team ... where we are

changing lives, every day. 



SOES hosts Hammers and Hot Dogs Night

Southern Oaks Elementary School recently hosted a

“Hammers and Hot Dogs” night, inviting boys and their

fathers/male role models to enjoy an evening together.

The guys built tool boxes from wooden kits created and

donated by Phill’s Custom Cabinets and created mazes,

catapults and picture frames. They also participated in a

variety of lessons on topics such as how to tie a tie, how to

shake hands, how to tie shoelaces and how to properly set

a table. Pictured at left is Daviess County High School

agriculture teacher Craig Howard helping his son Case

learn how to tie a shoe. At right, Board of Education

member Todd Anderson shows a student how to tie a tie. 

BES teachers get messy for a great cause
Burns Elementary School teachers willingly got messy for a great

cause last week. Students contributed change to “vote” for teachers to

receive specific rewards, including being silly-stringed, getting a pie

in the face or slimed. Teachers who received more than $100 in

“votes” were made into human sundaes! The change drive brought in

an amazing $1,042.82, which goes toward the BES DanceBlue total.



DC-bay! deadlines and guidelines
Sell your items and find great bargains with DC-bay!

Deadline to submit ads for our next issue is April 21. 

Include your name, school/site, description of item,

price, and home/personal phone number. 

Photographs are welcome and should be submitted as .jpg 

attachments, not embedded into emails. Resize images to appropriate 

dimensions. Size and number of photos used depends on available space

and layout. Notes: DC-bay! is for DCPS staff members only. The

Grapevine staff newsletter, including information in this feature, is posted

on the www.dcps.org website and can be accessed by search engines such

as Google.

DC-bay!

Deadline for next DC-bay! 

is Friday, April 21.

Send information to

grapevine@dcps.org

Area codes are 270 

unless otherwise specified.

Size and number of photographs

depends on layout and space.

Neil Diamond 50th anniversary tour

tickets. Concert begins at 8 p.m. 

Friday, April 21, at the KFC Yum!

Center in Louisville. Section 323, 

row H, seats 18-19. Valued at $218;

asking $200. Holly Johnson (AHS),

993-3973.

Oceanfront condo in Daytona Beach

area available for rent week of June

10-17. $550. Debbie Webb (HES),

685-1573.

2000 Nissan Maxima. 164,000 miles.

Sunroof, heated leather seats, new

tires, automatic. $4,000. Amanda

Davis (SES), 485-2990.
Queen-size bedroom set for sale.

All pieces are in a medium cherry

finish. This is a beautiful set; 

very solidly built. A few knobs have fallen off the dresser, as the 

photographs show, but they can be easily repaired. The set includes a

bed, tall dresser, chest (wide dresser), night stand and mirror. Mattress

and box springs also included. Asking $1,000 or best offer. Katie 

Hopkins (CVMS), 399-5815.

DC-bay! continued on next page



DC-bay!

2015 Forest

River Vibe

Extreme Lite

272 BHS 

(27 feet 2

Bunkhouse).

Great 

condition and

all accessories

included.

Sleeps 8-10.

Storage-kept

during 

winter

months.

$23,000 or

best offer.

Heather 

McCarty

(WLES), 

313-8349. 

Fitbit Alta.

Used for

one year;

works great.

Includes

clip, 

charging

cable and

wireless

sync 

dongle.

Screen of

Fitbit has one small scratch. Asking

$60 or best offer. Susan Grayson

(TES), 929-4159.

Prom dresses for sale. 

Floral dress is a two-piece by Sherri Hill.

Top has built-in padding and the bottom

has a slit in the front. This is a size 10,

but Sherri Hill can run small so it fits

more like an 8. Only worn once! 

Originally bought for $650, but asking

only $200 because of a small snag on the

back of the dress that has been sewn and

is almost unnoticeable.

Purple dress is an Ignite Evening dress

originally bought on Prom Girl. It is

high-low, with built-in padding in the

top. Very lightweight and easy to move

in. Bow can be tied in the front or the

back and can be tied tighter or looser to

make the waist larger or smaller. Size 10

but can fit anywhere from an 8 to a 12.

Originally bought for $200, asking $100.

Sherry Phillips (AES), 222-1246.

DC-bay! continued

on next page



The

Grapevine

is YOUR

newsletter!

Send 

information

from your

school or

department

to 

grapevine

@dcps.org

Deadline is 

Friday for

newsletter 

distributed the

following week.

DC-bay!

Patio table and four chairs (pictured at left). $200. Seven-piece patio furniture set (pictured at right). $400. These sets

have never been out in the weather and are in excellent condition. Suzanne Mallory (CO/retired), 316-5685.

DCHS Lady Panther Basketball Camp
The Daviess County High School Lady

Panthers are hosting a basketball camp

from 9 to 11 a.m. May 22-25 for girls 

entering grades 2-8. Cost is $55; second

child in same family is $35 and third child

in same family is $25. Fee includes camp

T-shirt.

The camp will feature special themes each

day. Monday is Favorite Team Day; 

Tuesday is Neon Day; Wednesday is Crazy

Socks/Head Bands Day; and Thursday is

Camp T-Shirt Day. 

The camp will be directed by Coach Jordan

Ferguson, along with DCHS assistant

coaches and players. Click HERE to view

or download a registration form, which

may be submitted with checks made

payable to DCHS Girls Basketball. 

For more information, contact Jordan 

Ferguson at 313-3324 or by email at 

jordan.ferguson@daviess.kyschools.us 
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http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/DCHS%20Pantherette%20Camp%20flyer.pdf?id=35011

